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Weltdachverband der Donauschwaben 

5th Welttreffen (World Meeting) 2025 
By:  Rose-Marie Hauer 
     One of the many memorable experiences of my life was the 5th 

Welttreffen, which was held from August 2 to August 15, 2025, in 

Hungary and Serbia. Each day of the trip brought new insights 

about history and adventures.  I enjoyed the many towns in 

Hungary such as Baja, Feked, Véménd, Geresdlak, Bóly, 

Szederkény, Bonyhád, Plattensee, Herend, Weszprém, Városlőd, 

and Magyarpolany, In Serbia we traveled to Novi Sad, 

Petrovaradin, Karlovici, Somnar, Sekitsch, Brestowatz, and 

Apatin.  All these towns provided many cultural learning experiences and programs. These groups inspired hope that our culture 

and traditions will continue to carry on in the years to come. The hosts were friendly, generous and had receptions with delicious 

traditional foods and a wealth of history to share.   The clubs were so proud to show us their towns, museums and tell us stories 

from the past. The dance group performances were outstanding!  A special thank you goes to all the clubs who hosted during 

our visits and planned so many cultural learning experiences.   

     What made this trip another life changing experience was traveling through Hungary and Serbia and the enthusiasm that I 

brought to capture all the moments of the Welttreffen agenda.  Going through these villages prompted my interest in our 

ancestors and using my past knowledge to gain a better understanding of the Donauschwaben history. I met so many friendly 

and welcoming people, and they shared many traditional experiences that will stay with me for a lifetime. 

     Every day was a new experience! Traveling to Geresdlak a town of seven hundred people, demonstrated the meaning of 

survival.  The town had five extensive museums, which included a doll museum, handicrafts, bedspreads, shawls and 

gingerbread exhibitions. Our group was taught by the ladies in charge how to make Hefekmȍdel (yeast dumplings), which we 

enjoyed with that evening’s meal. 

     Our group was very fortunate to have dance leaders and dance groups from Baja, Bonyhád, Véménd, Vukovar, and an 

Austrian Dance instructor. They taught us traditional dances from Kindergruppe to Kulturgruppe levels to take home to our 

homelands to teach others in our clubs.  We were also blessed with a great accordion player Jozsef Emmert who taught us 

many new songs that continued to carry on throughout the trip. We also listened to an Accordion band and several choirs. 

     There were many inspiring highlights; the Ulmer Schachtel at Internat des Ungandeutschen Bildungszentrums in Baja, 

Hungary. The Ulmer Schachtel was constructed as a reminder of how our ancestors arrived in the country and will be used as a 

model to teach history to future generations at the school.  

     Our group placed wreaths at the memorials in Gakova and Heuwiese in Serbia. As we all walked on the deserted land in 

Gakova, we could feel the sacrifices that were beneath. This brought very sentimental memories and feelings to all of us.  We lit 

candles at both memorials in Gakova and Heuwiese in memory of our ancestors and prayed for the past and the future. Nothing 

was more special to be dressed in traditional trachten and dirndls for the women and men in traditional Donauschwaben 

costume for this sentimental moment.  

     In Szederkény, Hungary we witnessed a live play about” Immigration” and in Apatin, Serbia we saw the documentary film 

“Game of Fate” by Eva Hübsch. It was about the fate of the Danube Swabians, forced to leave their homes in Yugoslavia after 

World War II. It focused on a period of displacement and the challenges to start over.  We all had the opportunity to meet with 

Eva Hübsch and discuss the film.   

     We also had many experiences about handicrafts such as embroidery, how to braid shawls, knitting, crocheting, rug weaving, 

and basket weaving.  We also had a demonstration on how to make Bundt cakes.  

     Another highlight was to see the Danube Swabian Museum in Sombor, Serbia. This museum had exhibits from maps to all 

the lifestyles of our culture. The signage of each exhibit had explanations in German, Serbian, Hungarian and English so our 

culture could be understood by all.   

     Another highlight was the many churches we visited and services we attended. Each carried a special memory to a place in 

time. This included Feked, Bulkes, Pilgrimage site of Our Lady of the Snows in Petrovaradin, the Chapel of Peace, Name of 

Mary in Brestowatz, Church in Apatin, and German Mass for the Wedding.  

     A special moment was at the Herend porcelain factory where we were served tea and a dessert in the traditional porcelain 

cups and dishes.  We then went on a guided tour. It was very interesting to watch and appreciate how all these products are 

handmade and painted. 



       On our final day we participated in a traditional Donauschwaben Wedding and wore our traditional clothing for the event. 

The wedding party was in full traditional Trachten, which gave us the opportunity to understand the customs and traditions 

before/after the ceremony. Another tradition was distribution of Rosmarin to all guests.  We marched to church where the bride 

and groom were married in a traditional Donauschwaben Mass. After the Mass, we all walked to the reception which included 

more traditional events with a delicious meal and music to dance. 

     I have only highlighted some of the events, since there are too many to write about. If you have not attended a Welttreffen, 

you are missing an experience of a lifetime. I want to thank Jũrgen Harich, President of the Weltdachverband and his Board, 

Laszlo Kreisz, Edina Bunth, Julianna Szabó, Elisabeth Zimmer, Maria Zugmann-Weber and all the people who planned to make 

this event special and life- changing for many of us.   

     This is not something you could experience in the USA. The heart of the Donauschwaben is in Europe. This is so much more 

rewarding because this trip brings you into the heartland of your roots where your Oma, Opa, and parents came from and lived 

the true lifestyle of a Schwob.  I also thank our Landesverband President Ray Martini and Stiftung President Ed Tullius for 

supporting our USA Donauschwaben groups to participate in this event.  I look forward to attending another Welttreffen in the 

future. 

 

  

Kulturpreis 2025 
This award was created to show appreciation of the 
Society of the Danube Swabians of the USA for all the 
cultural work which the recipients of this award have 
performed.   These prize winners are nominated and 
selected by the Landesverband and are each 
awarded $1,000 by the Danube Swabian Foundation.  

Congratulations to this year’s recipients:  

Marianne Strumberger – Chicago Donauschwaben  –
Landesverband Frauenleiterin  

Walter Scheffrahn  – American Aid Society of German 
Descendants Chicago   - Club Publicist  

 

Oma Abt Award 2025 

In 2013, the Oma Abt youth heritage award was 
created in memory of Maria Abt. Each year the 

youth are given a prompt for their entry. This year’s 
prompt was: "We all have heard stories the Alte 

Schobwe have shared from the old country, what 
will be your story that you will pass down?" 

The winners: 

1st Prize – Tommy Herion (Chicago Donau) 
2nd Prize – Lanie Welker (Cleveland) 
3rd Prize – Kaitlyn Burns (Cleveland) 



 

 Danube- Swabian Association of the USA, Inc. 

                          Landesverband der Donauschwaben USA, Inc 

https://donauschwabenusa.org 

 

 

Liebe Landesleute,  
 
What a year it has been for the Danube Swabian Foundation! It has been an honor and a privilege to 
serve as CEO this year, especially with all of the good work being done by our member organizations 
with the Stiftung’s funds. Our dance groups are thriving, as can be seen on a myriad of social media 
channels, and our soccer teams are booming. Our language schools are welcoming more people into 
the German language, and our brass bands sound fantastic! This year, we sent Chicago 
Donauschwaben Jugendgruppe on a two-week European tour, where they represented our 
organization beautifully while abroad and made memories and friendships that will last a lifetime. All 
of this was made possible by your donations to our Foundation!  
This year, your funds also helped more than 30 participants from the United States attend the fifth 
Welttreffen hosted by the Weltdachverband. This trip is different from our annual Europe trips that our 
dance groups go on, which is focused primarily on our dancers performing. The Welttreffen was two 
weeks of “cultural bootcamp” for us, where we engaged with our Donauschwaben heritage in a way 
that can only be experienced in the alte Heimatland. We spent time in both Hungary and Serbia, 
visiting various museums, cultural sites, and memorials. We made friends with our fellow Schwobs 
from Brazil, Austria, Germany, Hungary, Romania, and Serbia and strengthened the bonds of unity 
that are uniquely shared between our Donauschwaben family. The Stiftung gave each participant a 
stipend to help fund their trip, made possible by members like you!  
We have much planned for the coming year. In addition to our annual financial assistance of the 
subgroups of our American clubs, we are welcoming Banater Esslingen from Germany to our shores, 
whose two-week trip will culminate in their participation in our Landestreffen der Donauschwaben in 
Chicago. This is also a competition year, and our Jugendgruppen will soon start preparing their 
programs of dancing, singing, and speaking to take part in this triennial tradition. Our groups will keep 
dancing, playing, kicking, and speaking, and all of this is made possible by your donation to the 
Danube Swabian Foundation.  
Please, consider donating to our Foundation during this holiday season to keep our traditions alive. 
Thank you for your continued support and have a very happy holiday season!  

 
                                                                                                     Mit herzlichen Weihnachtsgrüsse,  

Raymond Martini  
CEO, Danube Swabian Foundation  

President, Landesverband der Donauschwaben USA  
 
 
 
 
 



The Danube-Swabian Foundation of the USA, Inc. 

Die Donauschwäbische Stiftung der USA, e.V. 
6601 Edwood Ave.   Cincinnati, Ohio 45224    513-522-3849 

https://www.donaufoundation.org 
              

   HO HO HO SANTA IS WATCHING 

I recently had the good fortune of being privy to Santa’s “Naughty or Nice List”.    (I guess 
through good connections and networking) To avoid being completely naughty, I didn’t look at 
the entire list but only focused on where our Foundation’s position was in the eyes of Santa. I’m 
happy to say we made it  on the “Nice List”.  Because of the efforts of the Foundation’s 
Directors and the Officers, Santa looked favorably upon us. 

The Foundation continues to provide funds and encouragement for our sport, German schools, 
awards, publications, travel, youth activities, bands and in as many places as possible to foster 
the Donauschwaben cultural heritage and continued existence.         

 Not having looked at any person’s standings on the “List”, I’m unable to tell you where you 
might rate in Santa’s eyes.  The “Naughty or Nice List” did provide criteria in its opening remarks 
which seemed easy enough to follow:     Are you good to yourself and others?  Are you helpful? 
Did you give more than you took? Are you faithful and loyal? (the “List” didn’t explain how to be 
naughty it didn’t need to).             

 If you find yourself not fulfilling the “Nice” side of the “List” it’s not too late.  I read the closing 
remarks of said “List” and it says, “SANTA IS WATCHING”.   

BE NICE.   BE KIND.  BE HELPFUL.  GIVE.  
REMAIN FAITHFUL. LOVE YOUR 
DONAUSCHWABEN HERITAGE! 

Es ist eine Ehre, Ihnen zu dienen.   

Im Namen der Vorstand Ihrer 

Donauschwäbischen Stiftung U.S.A. wünschen 

wir Ihnen und Ihrer Familie Frohe Weihnachten 

und ein Glückliches Neues Jahr!                      

                                  

Happy Holidays                                                                                                                             

Eddie Tullius                                                                                                                 

Danube Swabian Foundation of the U.S.A., Inc. 
     

Please send donations to: 

 Danube Swabian Foundation, 

USA 
c/o Joe Brandecker, Treasurer 

11 Senf Drive 
 Yardville, New Jersey 08620 

 
Donations are fully tax 

deductible in accordance with 
IRS regulations 

 



2025 National Donauschwaben Soccer Tournament 

AKRON, OH, USA – Half a century of Danube Swabian Amateur soccer was celebrated over the 
Memorial Day weekend. The German Family Society, and the GFS “Eagles” Hosted a wonderful weekend 
of sports characterized by tradition, competition, and culture. This 50th Anniversary Tournament 
featured the original Major Division, the Over-35, formerly the "Alte Herren" and a small but very talented 
Women's Division. An Over-50 Friendly Exhibition Match was also played. Participating Clubs included 
Teams and Representatives from Akron GFS, Chicago Green-White, Cleveland Concordia, Detroit 
Carpathia, and the Mansfield Liederkranz.  
 

On Friday, May 23rd a few of the traveling clubs, teams, and fans descended on 3871 Ranfield Road. Pulling into the 
grounds of any club is always exciting. It’s a place you may not frequent, but you might have been before. The greatest 
part, however, is the knowledge that friends will be there to greet you. Many got their first glimpses of the fields which 
along with the greater grounds of the organization looked trimmed, clean and ready for soccer. Drinks were shared along 
with conversation inside the clubhouse. In friendship, and hospitality the hosts provided a sports-bar dinner of pizza and 
wings to the travelers who made appearances Friday evening.  All weekend they provided the crowd with delicious wurst, 
goulash, schnitzel and ice-cold refreshments.  Danke Schön, Akron for a wonderful job well-done on and off the field! 
  
The first match of the weekend began on Saturday, May 25, at 10:00 am, and from there soccer in the three divisions 
went rolling throughout the whole first day. The two women’s teams, Akron and Cleveland,  played each other two times 
on Saturday, with the hosts Akron winning both matches. Congratulations to the Akron Women. Saturday evening 
featured a Schnitzel dinner as well as some brief speeches from the hosts: Erich Leipold, Sports Director, and Awald 
Langenfeld, President. We also heard from our Landessportleiter, Werner Fricker III. A plaque “For tireless efforts on 
behalf of Danube-Swabian amateur soccer in the United States,” was presented to our Ehren Sportleiter, Michael 
Talan.  
Sunday began with the first Major Division match at 11:00am. Rumor has it the managers might have met for some 
important liquid business around 9.  After another very competitive day of soccer, the crowds gathered at the main 
viewing stand to watch the Final Matches.  A Cup-Final returned to the format for the Over-35 Division, where the Akron 
GFS hosts were victorious over Cleveland Concordia after 5:4 in kicks from the mark.  The highlight match of the 
weekend, the Major Division Final did not disappoint.  Cleveland strived for a repeat of 2024 hoping to raise the Mike 
Talan Wanderpokal once again in the Major Division but fell short in kicks from the mark with Detroit Carpathia.  
Congratulations to the Kickers for their record 12th Tournament Championship! 
 

It is truly the Clubs and Individuals that participate in 
this historic tournament that keep this going. Each 
and every one of them can be proud of this successful 
weekend.    
Goulash was served on Sunday evening and trophies 
were presented. The Champions were: 
- Women's Open Division: Akron GFS Eagles 

- Over-35 and winners of the Erik Haller Cup: Akron 
GFS Eagles 

- National Champions and winners of the Mike Talan 
Wanderpokal: Detroit Carpathia Kickers  

  
Following dinner and the Award ceremonies, it was a wonderful addition that two young gentlemen from Akron brought 
their accordions and played many of the favorite songs of our people. After a long weekend of soccer, and thanks to Nate 
Blaser (the grandson of another accordionist Fred Leipold) and Aaron Dussing, laughter, singing, music and even some 
zeppl polka finished out the 50th Anniversary Soccer Tournament! 
 
We look forward to next year in Cleveland!  Please join us as we celebrate the 51st Tournament!  



CHICAGO DONAUSCHWABEN 

EUROPA REISE 2025 

This summer, our Jugendgruppe embarked 
on an unforgettable 17-day journey across 
Germany, Austria, and Hungary. From the 
moment we gathered at O’Hare on June 
15th, the excitement was electric. With pink 
luggage tags tied to our suitcases and 
passports in hand, we boarded our flight 
knowing that this would be more than just a 
trip abroad. It would be an experience that tied us to our history, strengthened our friendships, and reminded us of the 
pride we hold in our Donauschwaben culture. 

We began in Rothenburg ob der Tauber, where cobblestone streets and fairy-tale architecture greeted us with the first 
taste of Europe. Soon after, we performed in Mosbach at the Haus der Donauschwaben, a venue rich with history where 
past generations of our families once stood. That connection between past and present was felt everywhere, from the 
Corpus Christi Mass in Albstadt, where we joined in a sacred tradition wearing our Trachten, to dancing in Munich 
alongside the Banater Schwaben in one of the city’s famous beer gardens. Each performance was more than music and 
dance; it was a living story of where we come from and where we are going. 

Austria offered breathtaking moments of both beauty and reflection. In Salzburg and Mondsee, we retraced cultural 
landmarks tied to our families, while in the Salzkammergut we rode the cable car to the Schafberg and stood in awe at 
views that stretched farther than the eye could see. These experiences carried even deeper meaning for me because of 
my own family roots. My Oma was born in Austria, and my Opa in Hungary. Walking the same streets, talking with locals, 
and hearing how life was back then felt like a bridge across generations. It made me realize that this trip was not just 
about seeing Europe but about living the history that shaped my family and continues to shape who I am today. 

Hungary brought that connection to life in powerful ways. In villages like Városlőd, where traditions still thrive, I thought 
about my Opa and the world he grew up in. Visiting Lake Balaton and staying with host families gave us the chance to 
experience daily life, share stories, and celebrate as if we belonged there. The locals were eager to hear about our 
families, and in those conversations, I felt a bond that stretched across time and borders. 

Everywhere we traveled, our hosts welcomed us with open arms. They fed us, housed us, and celebrated with us as if we 
were their own children. Their generosity reminded me of the sacrifices our ancestors made and how, despite time and 
distance, our traditions remain alive. For many of us, this was more than sightseeing. It was about honoring our parents 
and grandparents, carrying their stories forward, and writing our own chapter in the Donauschwaben legacy. 

As the trip came to a close in Budapest with a final dinner and cruise along the Danube, the feeling was bittersweet. We 
laughed, we sang, and we soaked up every last moment together, knowing this was something we would carry with us 
forever. For me, the highlight was not just one performance or one city. It was the way all the pieces came together. The 
Jugend is not just a group of friends; we are a family bound by tradition, joy, and pride in who we are. 

To our hosts in Europe, thank you for reminding us that our culture is alive on both sides of the ocean. To our younger 
Schwobs here in the U.S., seize these opportunities when they come. The friendships, pride, and memories you build will 
shape your life in ways you cannot imagine. Our culture is everything, and I am proud to say, Ich bin Donauschwaben. 

Bela F. Mohapp 
Chicago Donauschwaben Jugend 


